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(1 effect of increases in potassium concentration.
They reported that increases in extra cellular potassium concentration to levels still compatible with propagated excitation caused variable changes in the contractile force of mammalian cardial muscle; i.e., a negative inotropic effect (Engstfeld et al. 1961; Sarnoff et al. 1966; Kavaler et al. 1972) , no inotropic effect (Goodyer et al. 1964 ), or a positive inotropic effect (Kavaler et al. 1972) , In this study, potassium chloride induced only a negative inotropic effect in all trials. It was suggested that the negative inotropic effect of potassium can be attributed mainly to a potassium-induced reduction in the amplitude and/or duration of the action potential plateau (Kavaler et al. 1972) .
Further studies are needed to compare potassium effects on atrial and ventricular muscles of the dog heart, because it has been reported that responses of atrial and ventricular muscles to the drug are frequently different as reported previously Chiba and Himori 1975) .
